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There are the following objections: 


391330 040934 9179eNg 3HL 40 LHD IYAdOD 


"00 N07 


I 

(i) An island in the Aegean would be ideal for 
the purpose, of illicit Jewish immigration, 
not only by;geographical situation, but also 
by the fact that in this respect the Greek 
administration and police have shown them- 
selves corrupt or incompetent, and Greek 
caique owners and fyaors clever and un- 
scrupulous. 


Greece is struggling with civil War, politic 
and financial instability and with grave 
difficulties as to transport and food supplies 
Must anything more be added to her burden? 
It is to our advantage that one of the 
weakest countries in the world, where we are 
(Action an | involved, should be saddled with the 

complete | | inevitable administrative and other problems? 
The Greeks are extremely suspicious of all 
foreigners, especially if they come from 
central Kuropean countries now within the 
Soviet sphere of influence. They have no 
particular sympathy for the Jews and even 


the/ 


i a 7 | 
‘the foundation of detentien camps for Jews in 
Cyprus has caused bad feeling in Greece. It 
is: most unlikely at any rate that they would 
sell, or allow the private sale of an island 
to be entirely run by foreigners. 


Uninhabited Greek islandsare barren and 
Waterless; only a very few small islands are 
privately-owned. No Greek Government would 
be likely to allow the removal of Greeks from 
an island to make raom for Jews. 


In conclusion,I do not think there is the Slightes 
likelihood of the Greek §tate consenting to negotiate, 
or allowing private individuals to negotiate, the cessio 
of a Greek island for this purpose. In addition to 
this, there will seem to be serious objections from the 
British point of view, for the reasons outlined in 


paragraphs (i) and (ii) above. 
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ve discussed the othzor day Rebbi Dr. Schenfeld's 
bright idea about islands in the d4egean, and you asked 
me to let you have a note about it on the basis of 
which you can consult the Foreign Office Departments 
concerned, 


~/20uaLafay 


I believe you already know of Dr. Schenfeld's 
propesition, now turned down by the west Indian 
Government concerned, that a small uninhabited ‘island 
in the Bahamas (I believe it was) should be acquired by 
his organisation (the Chief Rabbi's Religious lmergency 
council) as a place of rehabilitation for Jewish 
Displaced Persons pending their permanent resettlement 
elsewhere, principally in the United States. 


Largely at my instance this proposition received 
support in the Colonial Office on the ground that 
any overt, legitimate Jewish initiative to find 
non=Zionist solutions for the disposal of their D.P.'s 
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should be encouraged. Unfortunately for local reasons, 
the «est Indinn Governinent concerned were not | 
encouraging, und finally the owners of the island 
refused to sell, 


This turned Rabbi Schenrveld's thoushts to other 
possible islands. © Having dismissed the ‘jestern F-acifie 
as too distant and the Scottish Isles as too cold, he 
came to the conclusion that the one possibility of 
achieving his object lies in the purchase ee the Greek 

Or 
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= 
sop aes 


a 


or other Government concerned, or from the 
existing private ‘owners’as the case may b 

of an island in the ‘tepean or#the Dodecanese, 

He would not ask for official Support in the 
hegotiations, but would naturally like to know 
beforehand whether the, Foreien Office gee 
objections which he ought to consider before 
going forward with his scheme, tne idea is, 

as I understand it, Simply to establish on 

Some small island a Jewish Rehabilitation Centre, 
to which Jewish D.P.'s could ve taken, They 
would then be in a place, however Small, which 
was entirely Jewish, and not in some small reserve 
in an alien land, Sovereipenty would, of course, 
not come into the question: the desideratum igs 
Simply to establish a place where there are no 
non-Jews, 


Por my part, though I don't entirely like 
the relative nearness to Palestine of the island 
in question, in view of the possibility of 4ionist 
contacts und infiltration, I see no strong objection 
to the proposal, I should be clad to know what you 
Chink of\ponsultation with the #OPel en Orriee 
Departments coneerned. Rabbi Schenfeld's desire 
is simply to have some idea how his project is 
viewed in official circles before he proceeds 
further with it. 
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, oe Ter to yur l tter of the 15th Ausust 
ae out Dr, Schonfeld’ a Sugsestion that a Greek island 
on. veh aly in the Aegean or the Dodecanese should be purchased as 
oS ee go Jéwish 2obebi. Tor Jewish displaced 
a se ae . na guggeation appears to us to be open to 
a 
; ea nj) ovesence of Jewish displaced peraons on an 
a ara the Aegean would gre tly facilitate the tas 
| oe te ; onisers of Jewish illegal inmicratio 
_ ee fic pecks are suspicious of all foreisners And » 
: cuine, of those coming from Central isurope. 
ee They have G grcat sympathy for displaced Jews and 
ace 5 resent the * presence » in Cyprus, It seems most unlikely 
“VE that the G ae Government would sell or permit the sale 
of man feleaa to be run entirely by forcigners 
‘an (c) Only a vovy few small islands are privately owned, 
| A While those whnt are uninhabited are barren and . 
_ ne. waturless. (9 Grpeck Government would be liksly to aliow 
— the renmovel of Grecks to make room for Jews. 
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ialand would inevitably become Bee ASS Pt oe on 
ae ee 7 Opa amon: Greek politic 
. ne : . UG! 2o Teneral atate of unsettledness in 
ce ! trneting from the value of the economic, 
political nid security measures which the 
“i : , ourselves are tryin: to take to orevent : 
| Pro. glinpoine behind the Iron Curtain. 
! ; 
pie Gviefly, therefore, it 13 most unlikely that the : 
OE Aypeels: : rrncnt would agree to this proposal. <%o long uo 
a Ag iain in Pelestine, moreover, it would be 
eee ce stata nt: rests to support it for the reasons viven, eae ade ER ae et 
aes ee | tie:lorly those in paragraph 8 (a) a Bidens BL nail ig ee 
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